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PRESS RELEASE

The progress of the restoration works of the electrical infrastructure in the Puducherry
legion, in the aftermath of the cyclone “Thane”, was reviewed by the Minister for Power,
Thru. T. Thyagrajan on 01.02.2012. The meeting was attended by the Secretary to Government (Power)
anc senior officials of the Department. Thiru.P.R.Siva, M.L.A& Chairman of Puducherry Powar

Corporation was also present.

The severe cyclonic storm that crossed the shore near Puducherry and Cuddalore on
tre early hours of 30.12.2011 had caused extensive darnage to electrical installations in Puducherry.
Several hundrads of electrical poles were up rooted and more than a hundred distribution transformers
were thrown to the ground. Damages were also reported to the 230 KV transmission towers and EHT
lines and other sub-station equipments. The Department’s headquarters in Puducherry, located very
1752 to the sea shore, was also damagad during the cyclone, several window panes were smashed,

romiputers and records were damaged.

The restoration works were taken up by the Department ‘rom the evening cf the same
tlay. The limited work force and all the materials available in hand were diverted to attend to the
restoration works. Against all odds, the Department was able to restore supply to the 230 KV Villianur
fato Sub-station and 110/22-11 KV Marapalam Sub-station and extend power supply to the core of

F'uducherry town on the same night by .30 P.M .

Initialty restoration works were taken up for HT Water Tanks, Public Utilities and
domestic connections. By the time of Pongal almost 95% of the connections were restored. By 23 of
lanuary 2012, power supply has been fully restored to all the Domestic, Commercial and EHT/HT
industrial Consumers. Thereafter, restoration of power supply to Agriculture service connections and
rraintenance of streetlights have been taken up and are in progress. All the EHT lines except the 230 KV
Rarmanathapuram — Villianur line have been put into service. All the 230/110 KV sub-stations and
110/22 KV substations have also been put into service. Out of 1739 transformers, 1560 transformers
hava been put into service. The remaining areas have baen either back fed from adjacent transformers
o through other alternate available scurces, as a temporary measure, till such time new lines are

erected and new transformers are installed,

[t has been ensured that sufficient materials are available for the restoration works
and that no work is held up for want of materials. Apart from arranging to transport electrical poles
from the Department’s stock in Karaikal and Yanam, the Department also took immediate steps to

purchase poles from places like Tharapuram, Gopichettipalayam, Kovilpatti, Kanyakumari, and Kayather.



The officials informed that out of the 5142 Agriculture services, around 2447 service connections that
were partially damaged have been restored. It was informed that 2000 poles and 73 transformer
structures have to-be erected to restore the remaining agricultural services. The required quantity of
materials are being procured. The Minster urged the officials to complete all the works within the next

ten days.

The loss to electrical infrastructure in Puducherry region has been estimated at Rs.
49,25 Crores. A detail estimate to this effect was given to the Inter-Ministerial Team that was sent by

the Central Government to assess the damages caused by the cyclone.

Even though in some areas people expressed their impatience in waiting for the
restoration of power supply, there has been general understanding and appreciation of the efforts
taken by the Department to restore power supply in the aftermath of the cyclone. The timely action
taken by the Department to switch off power supply around midnight of 29.12.2011 had also ensured

that no electrical accidents took place at the time of the cyclone crossing the coast.



